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OUTLINE OF WEST TENNESSEE FOLK MUSIC 
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1. Drama: "Reclfoot" ! Se Book: "Fury in tho Earth" 
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A= David Crockett 
1. "Coloncl Crockett" (Virrinia Rccl) 
2. "The Ballad of Davy Crockcott" | © 
Be Hog Stcaling Song | 
1, "“Joc Scahorn Stol'dia Ho," 
V Nogro Folk Music | 
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(c) Railroad 
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C- Nesro Work Sonz:s 
1. "O My Honer, Take Mc Beck" 2, "Baby's in Mor:phis"™ 
D= We Handy's Folksongs which oririnatcd in West. Ténnesscoo 
1. "Mcmphis Blucs 2 “Jogo Blucs" 3, "Annic Leve"™ 
4. "Joc Turncr Blucs" 5, "Boalc Stroct Blucs" 
6. "Ncesitctine Blucs" 7. "Sorrobody's sirong About Dis 
Bible" 
8. "Way Down South where the Blucs Beran" 


FOLK MUSIC Os VEST TENNESSEE 


scst Tonncsscc folk music is »ased upon the country 
and the pcople. 

The land, turncd over by the Chickasaws to the whitc poopls, 
w2s laved on the cast by the Tunnesscc River, end on the west by 
the hississippi, both of wrich care rolling in som:. The name, 
"Mississippi", «caning "Fathcr of Watcrs", is rollin- in rouster 
of thu dass. The Tennessoc hos rcligious and 
norro sonss naricd from it. The Chickasa:ris claincd all the land 
between Tornessoc and Mississippi Rivers as their "auntins cround". 

God saw fit to divicc the westcrn District into thrvcc parts: 
l= The western rart of the valley of the Tcnncssce Rivers; 2= Thr 
Creat Platceu of the middlc soction; S=-.The Mississivpi Botte 
The Great Platoayv constitutcd by far the lerrcest pars of the course 
it eradually sloped as a wholc, and thru it wondod five wostware. 
flowing rivers: Hatchic, Forked voion, anc. Reclfoot. 
There is. a cntitlca The Mississidpr 
Bottom was thc ::ost fcrtile part cf the cntirs ropdon 
1675, Nocrocs wore first brought to thc slavc-workcad cotton pls 
tations. liarvclous had been the storics tele the Nogrecs of a 
thinrs in storc for ti.cm in the «cstcrn District. Thet it was 
Litcrally a icnd flowing with milk anc honcys; so rich in soil thet 
“ou only hac-to holo in the rreund with your hecl, @rop the 
corn into it, anc it wovlf crow without vorks the forcst heneing 
with the most dclicisus fruits, ane ereunc coversd with straw- 
berrics; fat pipe, Alrvads anc runnine atout with knife 
and fork in their bacis of they wroursht inte song. 

Thc whole country was coverca a Gonse princval forcst where 
the first music wes furnishea by a coloreec foathcrca choir 
of singors: :.ocking. bird, Glucbird, robin, virco, oriolc, acadow-- 
lsrk, tobolink, ane vospcr sparrows, crosbcak, brown thrasncr, 
chicadcc, anc warbler. 

dcst Tconncssce folk susic hes bern contribvtcd by the red, 
white, «nd black racvs, History reveals tact when De Soto rirst 
visitca Tennessce in 1541, with his croup of inusicians, was 
the beginning of four ccnturics of folk music in west Tennesscca 
The ivirrants to the Westcrn District brought With tho: the folk 
music of thcir olc statcse anc cozmmunitics, Tho ‘early couers con-= 
of Spanish Cciscovcrics, French cxplorers, Enrlish travers, 
fron North Carolina princine ally, with the Irish wit,. jirs, an@ rocls 
of Davy Crockett thrown in for cood mcasurc. West Tennessce was 
‘settled chicfly Ly such persons as revoved fron East “iddlo 
Tconnesscc, ane by othcrs from North Carglina, Virrinia, South Car 
olina, Kentucky, anc Alabama. 

The Chickasaw Nation, a of the rod was first to 
resist the iron hecl of the white san and was farce for its bravery 
anc fcrocious bearing: in war, being tlic first to make a roncr-.- 
ous ane lastin; poacc ane to cultivate the arts of civilization, 

Two of thosc arts were rusic with dancing. With, thc Infian, 
the cance was alzicst inscpereable from his‘son;, Relisfious war songs 
invariably were hy Gancins. To the Indian, susie acte® 
as a moans of communication betwocn himsclf and the unscon bul all- 
powcrful spirits. Thc Indian kas a most complicated and hichly 
developec ritual. Tho sedicine men have a iionopoly of the reliyicu: 
songs. darncs Acair lived the Chickasaws ana discovered hat 
‘their music roscr:iblcc the Hebrew music of the Biblo, 


| 


-80- 
"CALUMET" DANCE 


De Soto and his party failcd to smokc the "Calunct" with Big 
Chief Chisca upon cntcrin; Chicasaw tcrritcry for which cause the’ 
Chicasaws fave battlc. 
In 1675, Fathcr Jasqucs larquctte dcscribes visit at 
Chickasaw Bluff: "I first prescntod sy foathercd calunct: they 
Ganecd the calunct", 
Calunct Ccrcneny 
Instcad of snaking henes, tho Indians mcocting in a fricnely 
way, rubbcc cach othcr!s arms and bocics. There wor: also moré 
cercnonious oxchanros Ne_efvilitios to insurs or restore peace. 
he calumct pipe was brourht out when the Indians met strangers 
orcd<r to dctorminc whcthcr wore fricnecly. In this 
it was usval to bring, the ambassador of a fricndely nation into crx 
on the shoulders of thc host's pcople or ona littor; ane chicf: -n 
thcir wives worc also carricc from onc placc to anothcor on‘ thos, | 
littcrs. Theo offcring of food was an indisr-nsiblo mark of hos: : 
tality whcthcr bestovwce by an indivicual te individual or br on. 
official tribal cclocation to anothcr. The rite in voruc alonm ti. } 
Mississippi River wes called the "Calumet Dance" or "the singins 
the calumct danco", 
The cealunct was a long pipcstom ornarcntce with fcathers. 
The pipc itsclf wes obtained by precforcnee fron the faxrcus red 
stonc quarrics in ths north, The calumct or «rc2t pips of poacc. 
was mado of the fcathcrs of tho white carlc's tail. (Vultur sacr: 
curiously formca anc Cisplaysca likc an open fan on a scontre or | 
staff, as writc anc cloan as possible when Cisplaycd for pcaces but | 
whon for war, the fcathcre were paintce or tinccd with vormillion. 
In these ritcs, the sacred charactor of tobacco was strcesscCe 
Roligicus ccrcmony was mor. or less mixed with social rola. 
ation in tne feasts hele aftcr a succcssful tunt or upen the av iva’ 
of stranrcrs. A mosscn¢cr was scnt in to prcperc a fcast after 
king anc his retinuc hac scvcreal dccrs, A fire was kinelce 
in the arca of the public sguarc where the royal stancer? or foeath- 
crea calunct was Cisrleycd, an? tho drum bent pave noticc to the 
town of thc royal fcast. 
Aftcr the fv.asé the King rcpairca the 'councilehousc. in the 
squarc where the chicfs enc warriors, old anc young, ane such of 
the whitcs as were chosen, repcircd also, 

, The chicf, with the rest of the white pcople in town, took 
thcir scats accordinr to orccrs; tobacco anc. pipes were brought out: 
the calunct was lightcd and simokcd, circulcting accorcinz to tho 
usunl forms anc ccrcrionye The kins: or chicf snokce first a fow 
whiffs, blowing tho smeke off ccremoniously first towards the sun, 
or ag was concrally supnoscd, to the Great Spirit: noxt toward the 
four cardinal points; then towserd the white people in ‘the house. 

The ¢rcat pipe was taken from. the hane of the tiico by slave anc. 
prcescntcda to the chicf white man, and then to the creat wor chif, 
circulating, throush the rank of head men werriors, returning 
to the,kKkine. Each onc fillce his pipc from his own or his necishdov”~ 
skin. This ceremony wes followed by Canciny: which lastceé all 


SOCI.L 
Akanka hila', “chickcn havin;: 4 songs 
Bala* hila!, “bcan danco", with 5 sonrs 
Fala hila', “crow cance", with 4. songs 

Fotco hile', "duck dance", with 4 songs . 


. 


Hatcuntcubdé! hila't, "alligator cence", with 3 songs. 

Ickobo tokolo'hila', "doubloshcaccd danced’, with sone: 

Isone hila!, "rca ant eanec! ', with 3” sons 

itin sanali hile!, dance in which they danecd arainst cach other, 
with 4 songs 

Kore * que il dance", with ¢ 4 song:s 

Iuksi hila', rturtle dence", with sone 

Nani kalo hila', "rarfish cancc", with 3 

Nitak coboli hila', eskin-hidc Agncc, with 6 songs 

Nita hila't, "bear Aencc" 

Ofc! hila'. "dog dancc" with 5 scones 

Okaicko! hila! jorunken man dance", with 10 sonrs 

nsnako cicneo" » With song's 

Sipokni hilea', "old dance”, with 1 i 


Soba hila! or 'horsc Cancc with 2 songs 
Catani hila' or Shut-tun-bikhla, "tick dance'. with 8 soms ronsontc 
4 timcs 


Cawi hile', "raccoon daneo" with 4 songs 

Tealok'loka' hilo’, eturkey anes", with 3 concs 

Tcukfi hila', Cance 

Takha hila', "entfish cance", with 3 scngs 

Tantci hile', “cern Cone with 3 song's 

Yanac hila!, "buffalo dance", with 4 sonrs 


Opore: "KALOFIN" 

Tho opera, "Kolopin",is :msiceally bascd on auth ntie Indian 
themcs. Theo coriposcr, Charles Sanford Skilton, iccanc intercstes 
in Indian music aftcr jcining tic University of Kensas faculty 
upon fincing that the Hasivull Institute for Indians was Lcentoe 
in that samc community. cxehanped private susic lcssons for 
tribal, sonrs which varicus Indian pupils seng to hin Iter h. 
visitca Indian communitics listenins’ to their wusic anc absorbing 
thcoir curious rhythms. 

The libretto was writtcn by Mrs. Virsinia isrnistcac Nelson, 
poct, author, and ncewsvapcerwoman of Nashvillo. The libretto is 
bascd upon thc Ina@ian lercna of the formine of Rceoclfoot Lake, 
legend is to the cffcct that the Groat Spirit sunt the corthqualkc 
ena flood to destroy the villarsc of the Chickasaws Sccause the 
voun: chicf, Reclfoot, (Kalopin, in theepcra) ¢cisreserccd tribal 
custors anc worninrs and took a bricc from the Choctcw tribe. The 
Choctaws bclioved in a ccnturics olé: "That is once of their 
tribe marrice imto an alicn bandc,.cisastcr of untol* horror would 
fall upon both 


FOLK OF Tiik PIONEERS 


i D.VID CROCKETT 

David Crockett, West Tonnessec's most famous pionccr, hunter 
and hcro becanc “our first Southern hunorist’s the coonskin philos- 
ophcr was weftcd into 'Conrrcss on a of 1a ‘urchter. Onc of the 
six srcat scouts of pionccr Cavs, the qurintost, tho ost striking, 
‘the most original figurc in Southwestern history was David Crockct:i 

Davy, thorovurhly at- hence, took his part in the cextravagant f 
foaturcs of the frolicsomic rccols and ridtous quadrillcs. There is 
a Virginia Recl cntitlcd "Coloncl Crockctt", 


The Baliac of Davy Crockett 


Now, don't you want to know somcthing concernin!? 

where it was I conc from anc wherd’ prot lcarnin'? 
Oh, the world is acc of -uc out of the Hississin Rivor] 
Thc sun's a ball of foxfirc, es wall you may disciver, 


Chorus: | 
Tako tho lecics out eat nifht. Troy srinc so bricht 
They make the werld light whcn tho'rioon is out cf cirht. 


Ane so onc Gay as I was roin! aesprenin! 

I met Coloncl and ko was soin! aecronin!,. 

Says I, “where's your sun® "I ain!’ cot none." 

"How you kill a coon when you haven't rot a cun?™ 


Says ho, "Fompealf, just follow aftcr Davy, 

And he'll soon show you how to frin 2 coon crazy." 
I followce on a picee and thar sot a squirrol, 
Lescttin' on a lor ane aecatin!' shecp sorrol. 


When Davy cid thet he lookee arcunc.ct “o, 
Sayine, "All I want now is 2 brace arin yeur imec", 
And tnar I“braced a rrceat bir 

He srinnee six tiics here cnourh to ¢it his cinncr] 


The crittcr on the los didn't scc1 to mind hin 
Jest ksp' aescttin' thar and wouldn't look bchind hin, 
Thon it wes he said, "The crittcr must bc coad. 
Scc the bark ae-flyin'! all arounc the crittcr'ts heac?" 


I walkcd rirht up the truth to ciscivcr, 

Drot3} It-was a pinc knot se here it race shiver, 
Says ho, "Pompeclf, Gon't you borin tc lauch 
pin back you cers, and bite you in helf!" 


I flung dewn my cun and all my ammunition. 

Says I, "Davy Crockctt, I can yeur a-bitinon}" 

Ho throwcd beck his Fore ane he Blowee like a stcavcr, 
Says hc, "Pormperlf, I'm a Tenncssce Sercarncr]" 


Then wo lockca horns ana we wallercda in the tierns, 

I nevor hac such a fight sincc the hour I was born, 
we fourht a-cay and a night and then drop it. 
Iwes purty bacly whipyscd -- anc so was Davy Crockctt. 


I all areund anc found my head aernissin'. 
Ho'd bit off and I had swallicrce his'n] 
Thon we Cic agrec. te let cech other bec; 
wes too for hi:, anc he wos tco :weh for :ic. 


| 
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Joc Scchnrn Stol'd « 

In the Big: Hatchic Country, durine the fell anc wintcr, ntwe 
CO:icrs to find thcir wey, to eune. scttlciunte; wet tho 
Williais fn ily was without ncifhbors save fow scucttcrs ang 
occupants. The s ok: fro: thcir caoins coulc be sctn rising up 
through the consc forest. in -ucay Their ncarcst squattcr 
neiphber was olc hrs. Ecanorn, her son dec, one sonein-law Bill 
Bernese. occurrcncs: soon that recuirce Jeo Scahorn to 
in so oticr scetion of the wildewoods Mr, ac 
soic of his fagtcninses hors at.c perine 0° thc eer wien 
plc Bruin tic not uren flcsh. Olc Jock, .whe was th. Yor 
anc €cfundor, was put te lerk out for signs the t wovle load te 
solvs the :vrstcry of the hogs. Stalking: throurh - thick 
hezlenut thickct near the equattcr's cabin, his dog grebbed up 
fron Dehina « tae skin of a _it proved, 
to vc the skin of onc cf the sing Cuttin 
pelc, ho hoistcs it usen his shiulecr an? it 
twstcry of the nissing hey es wes colvcc. Mr, Willita:s sont fer Joo 
Scahorn, to rcquirc. an oxplaneation as to how hice of 
onc of his cz::c to be up in the lcaves necsr his 
Scehorn vowce his want of knowled:c ane. trtel in the 
catter, visiting i. rrceations upon clc Jnck's hocc, swoerine that 
the old nogro lied if he said that he found the hice near his houso, 
and accusca hin of becinr the party, an¢ then laying it 
to throw suspicion cff fre: hi:.solf an.’ the other nerroes, ir, 
Willimas, howcvor, wos in no convinece ef Scahern's 
Nerro testi eny veins of no ave il, ho hi:: to Ghat 
he swst find an vecevoant in. other quartcr iore coneenial 
‘to the occunetion follewinr. Scahernts horestcoling 
soon founc - place in senr, Sorc of the btovs workce off sovera 
vorecs, which was to tue tunc of Wlerps r's Creek anc Roaring 
River", Ths following four lines arc yet cr it at 
wae sunc in the neighoorhooc. by the boys anc nesrocs:. 

Joc Scahern, he stol'c.a hor, | 
Tho hide he hid a lor. 

Ole Jack's Cor, he found the hico | 
ind Scahorn sworc that Jack he lice, 


Cascy Joncs in Sonr ane Story 


Jackson has not only been the hong of railroad prcesid 
the honc of fe thful and, eo:petont Cupleyecs of ti.c roacs whic! 
cntcr the city. Prtébably the of thesco was Gasoy 
Jonas, the onpincer wno dice ot his post: of cuty back at. the turn 
of the contury. Cascy's trasic ccath was the cause of the singing 
of what “iay be callcd a folk tellac by onc of his colorc® aciirors. 
The song cf the breve cnrincer fro. Jackson, who rocc 
to dcath and to on his "heavy sixewhcclor" has bcon in. 
riany variaticns wherever railroacors have rnnc, all ever 
the Unitcc Statcs, to Francc, to Geran, anc cven anon: the native 
of South sfrica.e 


onts, but 
OAC E 


Cascy (so-callcd fro: his hoxc town Cayce, Ky.) Joncs was 
known a:aong his fricnds as a "Past-roller " whose ons inc had 
a riournful tut whistle, Those wore the Cavs a whistlo 
was persone]. ropert not ctancardad cquiprcnt. An cnrinccr in St, 
Louis had piven 'Cascy" his peculiar wristlc anc ho, cecordine to 
the colorce wipers anc cilcrs at the shops, coule t natechell 
ect o' susic outta dat whistlc dan cnnybocy clsc on cc ole I, C- 
Rosidcnts elon;, the line of the Illincis Ccntral lcsarncd to rocor- 
nizc Cascy's whistlo, a Grawne.ivt, seft note which rose anc 
kon cicd away in a whisper, <All the switch ion know hy the one ine 
means “thet tho -on at the throttle was Cagscy Joncos" when Casey was 
the throttlic of the I, C, "Cannon Ball" on the o:. 
run. 
On Suncay night, April 29, 1900, Cascy and his firozan, 
wobb, bac just brourht thcir train in when they learnce that 1 
com Lewis was ill; so Cascy imaicciately veluntcecrc2 te take He. 
on her run, 4t o'clock on April 5O, thc. train, havin: 
made vi hor'lost anvroachod Vaurhn, Mississinpi, 2 3205 


, track Levan ect ond or a curve. Cascy enc. Sim both saw th- 
on tho sicin:, but noithcr mew thet th: worc tow Besiuicn 
of the froirht, anc that the rear of section twe was on the ain 


linc, had tho ereisht cnrinecr rintcndcad "to saw 

& rockct was placce uy» the track te slow Cascy Crown but plars 
wont awry; Cascy rcunucd the curve, hear" the rrckct, saw the cars 
the air breics, enc. yollcad to Sli Wotb, th: 

" Junp, Sin!" Then, Casey rice the roaring 630 into « hol-e: uss cf 
crashing wore that. splinter cad like a riatch When 
was talon fron the wrecka it wes saie that onc was Feun* on 
the whistlo the other on th. alirebraks icvcor,. Sizt weoh 
that as he Cascy held cewn on thc. whistle in a 

Long picrcin;: serca:. ho iwvet have ocen tryins, te warn the freight 
conductor in the caporsc,. The cngine anc. the barray:s cars wore the 
encs that lcft the track. No once was killca, 

pessced anc. Wellacc Saundcrs, a Nerro wipcr at tke Found= ~ 
heuso who wos continuclly up ahout his favorite 
and cnf‘incers hurt vine a tunc Sins ‘ine a fow lincs about 
tan oninccr, Cascy Joncs",. The sons: roncinced a truc uncop richtcd 
folk ballac until 1°09 when it wes Peiertscd leenlly by a veudce 
villc known «s the Leisht:n Ercthicrs anc sonewritors, 


Newton anc Scibcrt, whe chance the worecs anc. publishce it. Thourh 
the woercs — they retained? the liltins rcfrain and the 
nec of Cascy] Joncs It matters not whcthcr the wor'ts arc true to 


the facts of the story or net, there is a fascination cout the, 
go the followin; vorsirn! is -quotec: | 


Cascy Jones * 


Conc jall secu reunccrs for I want you to heer, 

The story told of a brave cnrinccrs ‘ 
Cascy Joncs was a rouncer's nao 

On 2 heavy sixecirhtewhcclcr he roc. to fre, 


Caller cnllcda Joncs about halfepast , 

Joncs kisse’ his wifc at the stction coor; 
Clintcd inte the cab with the ordcrs in his hané, 
Says, "This is trip to the proniscd land" 


Through South ifcuphis yards on the fly, 

Ho hoare the fir Sey, "You've got a whitoecve", 
the switehicn knew by the cnginc's ::0ans 

That the “ian at the throttle was Cascy Jon's, 


It hac been raining for tore tucn a wock. 

The reilreoead teack was like the bcd of a erceok, 
They ratcc cown to a°thrity mile rait, 

Threw the southebounc about cicht hours le tc 


Fireman says, "Casey, you're runnin! tec fast, 

You run tne sinnel the last station you passed", 
eoys, I think we can meke it tiourh 

For she steéars :iuch better than I ever 


- 


Jones says, "Sirenan, don't you fret, 
Keon kneckin! et the "fircdoor, don't rive up yet; 
I'm goin! to ru” rer till she lehves the 


it wits the south-tound 


around ths curve ona a-Cewn the dup 

Two loco:.otives abeunc to bump. 

Fireman hollered, "Jones, it's just ahced, 

We “aicht. jump and make it but wo'll all bo 


'Twas around this curve ho saw a trains 
Sene thing ine ppsnec. in Caesar's brains 

Fironan jurnpec off, but Cascy stayed on, 

Ho's a onpincor but he's deae anc rene. 


Poor Casey was always cll rirsht, 

He stuck to his rest both day and nicht; 

They loved to hear the whistle cf old Number Threc 
Ae ne ce::c into on Ke C, 


Headechcs ane. cll kinds of pain 
arc not apart a railrory train; 
Talcs thet arc carncst, noble ani gran! 


Beolon;; to the lifc of a railnoad “ian. 


"Historic Madison" an Willin-s; iladison County 
Historical Socicty n, Tcnne, 1946, 

The sonj:| "Cascy Joncs", belonrs to Jackson, Tonncessce and 
to iirs. Janic Brady Joncs, the widow of the cnrinccr, who 

has lived in thc cormmuni ty for over halficcntur;. Tie 
writcr is indccttcd to tires. Jones for the “ctailse of thig 
account. | 
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NEGRO ROUSTAPROUT SONCS 


"T's Wakin! My. ucy Back He- 


Exhaustine labor was requircé cf the roustavout, and it 


is not surprisin; tr:it therc is pr¢eeovircnce 


of work scones 


in mis :ivsic. The kardeCrivin; intcrcsetceé only in pote 
ting the frcirht moved quickly, likcc for “is cn to sing. He 


would scloct as londcr a Norro wre could "“rriec 


sonc"s and 


thicn he saw te it that the tunc was kept a« a fairly rapic pacc.e 
The toiupe of ihc sincing was en iuportant factor in tic length 

of roquii’ 1 to handle a caro, Most.or these r.clodics arc 
in Cuplc mcasurc, Thcy worc creatcd as accoupanincnts te 
mnovements of the vwocy, anc the marching: or trotting rhythm 
developed na turally Guring busy on the levee had a 


ofrcct upon the :actcr of the scngs, 
This melody UEt have becn sung: first bv a 
woary and hovce. 2%, In many of thesc s 


about the heavy work anc the hard lifc, cccr -panicd by the 


roustcr who wos 
3 s theorc if 


for the trip to.cn?. This :aclody uscs thc tones of the 


scalc in rondo for: 


Verse Le 
I'm wukin! my wey back he: 
wokin!® wey back 
wukin® wack ic 
Baby, I'n wukin! wey beck 


Vcrsc 2. .. 
Tinhcr con't cit too heavy xc, ‘ 

fn' sacks too hcavy to. stack, \ 


I crave fo! many lone day, 
Is yo’ lovin! wicn I “it back. 


Vorsc Se 
keccp her follin' fo* 
Lot's make it to iwcuphis, Tcenncessco, 
Po' ry beck is cittin’ tircd, 

Anf shoulccr is gittin'’ sorc. 


sons; of the t:ississi»vpi Boatmen 


Our boet is rollin! 

But she ain't rollin! rivht, 

'Causc Johnny Boy, the fireman, is slccp 
Yo yo yo yo yo yo yo ye 


he “ico an' snow aecorin!’, 

The frost is mcan an! col’, 

The North win! rcts to blowin, 
Then to hic iphis we ws! roll. 


++ 


ost cv'ry nirht. 
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we're rollin! down the river, 
The cvonin' sun is lew; 

It makes a po! boy loncsexe 
Who roe no place to f0. 


I love cv'iry:ocy ne mattcr how rough I secon, 
I werk herd for my livin', 

There's no use livin! 

ZO yO yo FO yo yo yo 


She Leaves Mcmphis 


"She Leaves Memphis" was on the "Silvc 
tho "Clyfc", ‘the river packcts carricdad twenty-fi' 
to a wate’:. Therc wore twe watchcs, a forwarg) anc an afrtcr 
woteh,. The worked in ehirts of six hours tach, wut 
whcn a stop was mace at large town ticrce woulc be a 
guantit: eof freight to move, the mate would call for "Lil Eanuts". 
There were two crews of roustcrs; but thoy would sot ins> 
a froisht pilc, there wes reset for no onc, Oftcn the work wo..1¢ 
continuc throwh the nicht by the light of rosin torches -placcd 
along the bank. tonc scrics usc¢c in this sons is the 
tatonic scale with the ed miittcd when intervais inply that 
scalc tonality. 


or thire? 


Sne lcaves e:phis she nvuvuh /no stone 
Shc fot to an! wuz duc at-Eaglé Rocke 


Oh, big toat in the bent, 
Ain't doin! nothin! but killin! 


Souncin;'s at iicrmphis 


Ane it's Quartcr Less Twain, 

Mark Twain. Quart:r Less Tarcc, 
And it's Quartcr Tarcec, 

And it's Mark Tarcce Quertcr Tarcc, 
And it's Half Tarcc, 

it's Quertcr Less Fo!, 

inc it's Hark Fo!', 

and it's No Bottom. 


HE WORK SOWCS OF YEE NEGRO 


O ty Honey, Take 
| Back 


Tho Norro has lenge been accustouicd to sing at work, - His 
tuncs may-ran,'« from an old sviritual to the letcest blucs hit 


‘ 
> 
| 


and whosc subjects recy decal with anythinre under the sun. The 
Negro, by nature rhyth:ical, works bettcr if he sinzs at his 
lebor. Ho scons to lightcn his tcil, pcrheps even to forrot 
the fact that he is workins, if hc has a sone to help hin alone, 
Tubman K, Hocrick hcare fron a hotel kitchen in Mcnphis, this 
song: "O ily Honacy, Takc Mo Back", He sdid of tho lyric; 
not love: thet.too opcnhly proclaims itself. It is, with no 
audicnce. intcnacd or wantcd cxeccpt onc person in the whole world. 
4nd as such, the mclodcy carrics the lyric pcrsuasivoly% 


my honoy, take ric back, 
my Cehlin', I'll be truc, 
an mon'tin' all day long, 
my honcy, I love you. | 


+ OnHOO 


have loved you in joy anc pain, 
In de sunshine and dc rain; 

QO my honcy, hcah me do, 

Omy cahlin', I love you. 


‘Baby'B in Memphis 


Work songs arc taken at rancom from the cxpcricnecs of 
overycay lifc. The Negro sings his flowing consciousncss into 
cxprcession. wWorkesongs give a kccn insight into the Nerro'ts 
real sclf. Sonr is a natural accozpanincnt of work. Sonrs ars - 
impreviscd at will undor the influcnec of work, The thomcs vary 
with the thoughts of the vorkricn or with the suggestions of tho 
occasion. 

fis tho Negro gocs about his work, thinking of his onoy and 
of his "baby", it is no wonecr thet the follewing song appcals 
to 

Baby's in Momphis layin' around, 

Baby's in Mcmphis layin! around, 

Baby's, in Momphis layin’ around, 

Waitin' for de dollah I donc found, I donc found; 
Waitin! for dc dollah I done found, 


William.C. Handy 


The only West Tonncsscc folk song writcr, composor, and arrangcr 
is William C. Handy whosc folk "blucs" have siadco hin dicst Tennesscc 
femous and cclcbratca folkemusic artist. Ho is the first person to 


publish or te fcaturc tho “blucs' by nanc, 

The succcss of Handy's "Mce:aphis Blucs" won for hi: the title: 
"Pathor of the Blucs", and Memphis bceanc the "Birthplace of the 
Blucs", Handy is the author of tho book,’ "Blucs" which is an auto- 
biography. Hc cditcd the book, “Blucs, An intholory". 

Handy's folksonrs which orisinated in iWost Tennessce cro: "Mom- - 
phis Blucs", Blucs", "Joc Turncr Blucs"; "Hesitatinre Blucs", 
'Beale Strcct Blucs", "Soncbody's Wrong ‘bout Dis Biblc", “Annio 
Love", and "tWay Down South Whero the Blucs Beran", 


f 


Book Reviews 


Isla Paschal Richardson, My Hsart Waketh. Bruce Hwaprhies, Inc., 
Boston, 1947, $2.5C, 


"My Heart Waketh" by Isla Paschal Richardzon has the touch 

of delicacy, the depth of unéoxstandin;, and the beauty o*% 
expression whose "-.--loveline:s will stab (ths! very soul 
poignant ecstasies", The reaier will be here of te 
deft touches of Edna St. Vine.unt Millay, of Gis philosomry » 
Walt Whitman, and of the swif:-flowinr converczational 
Robert Frost, sere one finds intense living 
vital as food and air", and the exalted beattv of simple 
Here too is solace cories as "---the swift strong flirht oz 
birds who sing a prelude to the nicht " or "masic renenbs.: ~ 
as ina dream". Hore is found such understanding in tne t-"- 
spur that "--- I havon't worried abovut--oh, a lot of thins.’ . 
Here is a heart made mellow through scrrow, made wise throw + 
joyous livinre. In the title pocom we hear: 

My dear, last nicht JI prayed that I mirht learn 

The art of proving all the love I bcar, 
The reader will dolisht in such titled lyrics as "Weapons". 
"To A Too Busy Woman", "The Nibbler", "Tho Hill-Top", "Salu’«” 
"The Author of A Bost Sollor Grows Cynical", "A Treo in Jars :: 
and many others, "To look on boauty", as docs the author, 
"Silonces the tonrus", so that wo are satisficd rather wit 
sharins: with her as sho listcns to a blucbird sinrcing , 
romarks 

Iam not half as good as I want to bo 

When a blucbird sinrs from an apple troc,. 


Editor's note: This little volume will rake an oxcollcnt 
Christmas rift for a fricnd,. 


Harry Harrison Kroll, Darker Grows the Vallcy, Bobbs-Merrill 
Company, Indicnapolis, 1947, 5,00, 


It was a lovely vallcy, along the boautiful Clinch Rivor 
near Cumberland Gap, closely confined by tho high hills and 
mountains, It had been an Indian old ficld, and a great buria) 
place for the tribos -- 4 Valloy of Boncs. But long before tlic 
first white man cane, the Indians had disappcarcd <= perhaps 
boforec the stroke of pestilcncc, | 

The first whito mon to vicw it were Josiah and David Clincr 
On a Long Hunt thoy had climbed a mountain and looked down on 
thc silver rivcor, the forost, the ficlds craving the picw 
Josiah blazod trcocs, notec landmarks on a crudo map, swore to 
return, and dreancd of it from that day. David too had his mir 

sot on ite 

Five yoars lator, in 1778, Josiah quittcd his Carolina he: ic 
aftor a bittor cncountor with his brothcr, ana sct out on the 
dangcrous ovorinnd trip with his family. Fall’ storms made th» 


French Broad a churning torrent and they almost mot disastcr 
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when their crude raft was swamped, Josiah's wife dicd from the 
exposurc, on the buffelo tracc,. They wore noar a salt lick, 
and, afraid to bury her at a place where forest croatures 
abounded, they packed the corpse in salt end ecrricd it with 
ther:e Landmarks were misscd while thoy scarenhcd for tho vallcy. 
Reach it at last thoy did, ana at the sirht of theo peaccful 
beauty before then, the rroup knolt in preyor. And the next 
afternoon David Clinch and four mon rode up to stake a rival 
Claine-dcfoatcd for the moment, | 

So a chronicle of rive soncrations -- tho linc of 
Josiah Clinch of Clinch's Vallcy. . More then a century anda 
half unroll before it cnds,. For cach frecneration a woran takes 
the contor of the sccneo, Aftcr Rachel, who dicd on the wey, 
caine Chority; then Faiths; then Hope; and in our own time Lovo, 
For thcso pcople of stalwcrt stock followcd the Biblc names, 

In the family Biblo their history was recorded. The Bible was 
their culturc. And their ways wore Old Tostanont ways of vio- 
lence, strong passion, primitive justicc and loyaltics, mercy © 
and fcar, love and fcud and plaruc and denth, Still Clinch's 
Vallcy was a Vallcy of Boncs, but breath entcors into the boncs 
and they livo,. | 

It is extraordinsry how closcoly linkcd, how firmly compactod 
is this narrative, For all its freat diversity of incident, its 
varicty of action, its succccding charactcrs, it holds a wondor- 
ful,unity. The isolction of the conuiunity contributcs to ite-- 
a scenont of inbred native stock almost cut off from tho world 
and littlo touchcd by iteetill the wars caric, the Civil War that 
partcd brothcr fror brothor and brought its dangerous trail of 
ronoradcs and dcsortors, craft dodgers cand strarrlcors; and tho 
First World War that chanrod the face of tho rclobc == and tho 
fecc of this rcoiiotc harlot. 

But war was not the climax and catastropho. For thcso 
poople so decply and clescoly associatcd with the soil of thoir 
almost forrotton corner, this soil onrichcd by thcir fanily 
blood, this bolovcd velloy of thoir anccstral boncs, TVA was 
to striko the strokc of door. 01d Granny Hops, whoso nemory 
and lifc spanned the family sara, swore thrt she would never 
lcavo the valley, conc holl or hirh wator,. And just before the 
devastatinr, wators fcll ovor the darkenins homclanc, they found 
her deac in her rockin; chair, the old Clinch Biblc in hor lap, 


Roprint of Rcvicw. 


Louis Phillippe who was forced to leavo =: due to the con- 
spiracy of his father to Overthrow the Pirst Byench ucpublic, 

and who himself was lator te becone King of Franco, visited 

the Tcllico Blockhouse at Tellico Plains in 1897, He stayed 

for two wecks in the home of Major Tillman Dixon of Dixon Sprinr: 
Tennessce, in what is now Smith County. 


. 


Marcarct Bri cford Boni: Fireside Book of Polk 
Shuster, New YVirk, 1947, 


This "Fircsice Bock of Folk Sones" by ine 
one of the r:iost attractive voluvics we he 
Its co;r.pletoncss and beouty all the tno 


prefatcry note to the rmsical crrinrcoment fer piane donc by Norrian 


Lord ane the artistic dccorative cesicns dove Dy Alice and Martzia 


Probcnscne The in color, ar« ag vcautifully haer- 
monious as thc hues in cuturin leaves, | 

"Tt is cheractoristic of the of the says tho 
author, “that thoy call for croup porforrance iany of then 


work songs, Gance songs, nursery rhymcs, sonrs fosbival 


so renacred fron their incc»tion | So it is arain intenccs 


that be presented in a ferm which aca so-cthing: 


the joy of . 
The rancc includcs "Ballads and Old Favoeritcs"”, “Work Sone 


re 


Sones anc Sonrs of Valor", "Christras Carols", and 
dyons and Spiritucis", The wallads” Gro ta':cr ths 
the Various courtrics -- Ipish, Scottish, Sracricams | 


French, Italian, “anadicn, iicxican. Ths gonss run 


he 
of sca shanty tuncs, the railroad sone, 


of the sca. The riarching songs ana song:s of bine 
favoritc airs of npactically cyvcry Known 
carols rcintcrprct tno Christ Child christianity 
ine moarituels recmphasize the nas 
acaningful wherever these arc suns. 


"“The.Firgsidc Beok of Folk Son's 2ay interest an 


Nistory anc. in so Going 2c weil, but its 
as the titic. implicgs, is to co: - 
forr C ef the of that arc still the 
todey". To ece this beok to ranprecist> its. ttroctive 


anc. lcncsse 


Iucieu L., and iirs, L.L. McDowell, iiemory siclodies: collection 


of Folk Songs from Micdle Tennes Sec, Smitnvilico, Tennessee, 1947 
$1.50 
a 


It be said that ifer: 


ory lhelociss is LeDoweil 
own private collection of Midale Tonnes3sseo i:2llad: one 


ade 


her life in the of the Cumberiand Mounteins Up 


present tine, so she is fa iiliar with that sccvii 
with the pcople there, 

Her collection is very varicd and one whiah contains guite « 
bit of local color. Many of the ballads wore renemberca by Mrs. 


hicDowcll from her youth, althourh in many parts of the sonrs 


were furnished br her fricnds,. 


tne state 


Horo is portrayod the simple, casy coing life of the Tennesesc 
country folk, particulsrily thosc who live in the mreuntains,. ee 


a feow of the ballacs arc reominisiccnt of thc carly pioenccr days 


ballads as they acccmpanied themsclves on a banjo or ;uitar, or 


have been hancca Cown fron generation to eeneraticn,. They seng 


sang thom as they workcc, and alse used them for their square dan: 


~ 


» Siron, and 
a 
Roni is 
ne 
auther's 
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Very fow of the ballads arc recovdec cr have any known author, 
and the music piven in tho book’ is crniy che Most cf the 
ballads contain scvcral versos, oftcr as rory an twenty. This 
longpth is cuo te the fact that tac verses ave ond simple, 
ana it takcs scvera.i of them to to... Tho suery. 

Revicwed by: Miss liildr<d Stcphenseun 
Physical Education and Folk lLusic 
Tennessce wWoslevan Colscrc 


The Naming of Rockwood 


Rockwood wes. neried by a Rebcl, Cencral 
the end cf the Civil War. ‘Gonorai wood andlhas men 


at the fort of Waldcn's Ridge ono higrt 
Noticing, the very rich doprsits of coal and] 
orc, Goncral was dctcrnained ito return fe 


sitc aftcr the war was ovcr, He Cid ~cuvrn| ard Seeane 
onc of the founders of the iren oomweny which 
manufacturcs This was the first Flast fuznace 
crectcd scuth cf the Mason and Dixon Linc, 


| 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS 


At Saint Josoph, Tennossce, a beautiful church is nearine 
coupletion, It is not tho prejoct of an, relirious dcenone 
ination but is to bo dedicats: souetine -:. Novorbor to the 
sacred Harp sinj:ers of the ontire South -née will bocoue by 
decd their property. The structuro an excellent 
quality of lincstone quarried nearby «- 2nd indeed the whole 
projcct ena its financin;s: revresent a bencficoence of Le Pe 
Odem of Saint Joscph, a leadine fricnd .;' and participant in 
Sacred Harp and chicf promoter the 103 
manual of traditional song in its roecn« sedition (1936), the 
book which has givon the folk-rmsical custom and institution 
its namo, | 


Tho United Sacrcd Harp Musical Associaticn hcld its annual 
throec-cay singins: convention in the Mur’. pal 
Atlanta, on the sccond Sunday in Septe:.->: and the Priday 
and Saturday beforc,. Loadins: Singers Georria and 

five nearby statcs made up the "class", Atloa nta eroup 
holds an informal suzerainty over all che local froups whic? 


fostor this uniguc survival in our culiurc, Dr, Pus... 


Jackson was chaimicn of the convention. 


institution is in process of roalization. ts production :s 
in the hands of the Southern Educctionnl Film Production 
Service of Athens, Goorsia, and its authcnticity, both as to 
history and prescnteday aspects, will be assurcd by Georr? 
Pullen Jackson, who is cooperating with tho produccrse Thi3 
film will be ono of the first if not the —_ to documcn’ 
Ancrican folk ways in this vchicle, 


A sound film portraying: the Sacrcd Har sinring 


Conrratulations to tho Illinois Folklora Sodiety upen their 
initial publication under date of Octobor, 1947, under the 
title "Illinois Folklore", The cditor is Josso W. Harris 

of Carbondalc. Cormunications may be addrossed to Miss Tina 
Goodwin, socrotaryetroasurer, 409 West Monroc Stroct, 
Carbondale, Illinois. "Storios from Pho Illinftis Wabash 
were spccific, colloquue intorost, 
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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
TENNESSEE FOLKLORE SOCIETY 


| 
Tennessee Polytechnic Institute | 
November 1, 1947 | 


MORNING SESSION 9:00--11:45 
Devotional John L. 


| 
Survey of West Tennessee Folk Cocil Horn, 


| Folk SONGS & Mrs, Roscoe Harmon & Billy Lassi}. 


LUNCH 11:45<<1:00 TEGH CAFETERIA 


AFTERNOON SESSIOW 1:00-3:50 
Folklore and. Folklorists in Clarence 
Early Anerican Sacred MUSIC Professor Paul McConne.. 


Folk Music In and Out of the Concert Hall...Professor Charles °*. 
Bryan 


The noninating comnuittee reportcd the names of Mrs». Le. Le 
McDoweil, Smithville, for prosident; Charles F, Bryan, Nashvillc, 
for vice-presidont; T. J, Farr, Cookeville, for trcasurcr; and 
E. Ge Rogers, Athens, for secretary and as editor of the Bulletin. 
The Society approved the list as the officers 7T the cnsuing year. 


-Notos :on thotAnnual 


1.Dr. John L. Meadows, Doan of Students, Tennessee Polytechnic 
Institute, Cookeville, conducted a devotional in opening the 
meeting with a reacing of Psalm 24 and ws th praycre 


2.Mrs, Le MaDowell, president, presided thr oughbut the day, and 
conducted the business session which consisted in reports from the 
Sccrotary, tho Treasurer, and the nominating cormittee; and in 
resolutions from the floor regarding routine mattors of policy, 
and of the timc, placc, and nature of the next annual mectinge A 


| 
| 


Se 


4. 


Te 


spocial resolution was offered to be convoyed to President Janes 
Le. Robb and the Administration of Tenncssce Weslcyan Collcre for 
its sponsorship of and contribution to the Socicty's Cubeaee sd on 
on theo CAMpUs 


Dr. Te Je Farr omphesized the a slircht incercasoe in 
monibcrship in orccr te hold mombership fecs at one dollar in 
licht of increascd publication costs, Mo.bers are asked to in- 
vito fricnds to bccome members, Dr. Far. :cntioncd scveral of 
those amonr the mombcrship who had 2ccent publications or 


folk matcrials: 


Momory Mcle6@gics ---- Mrs, L. L. MsDowcell 
(Two provious collcoctions of fol’: music) 
Amorican Folk Music for High Sct: 222s and Other 
Pullon: Te and Chdrloe FP, 
The Boll Witch (Musical Cantata; Charlos F, 
My Heart Wakoth (Poctry) --- Isla Paschal Richardsor 
Fiddlcrs in the Cumbcrlands «-- Mrs. John Blankonsh:;>p 
Early Folk Modical Fracticos in Tomncsscc -- E. Ge 
Thc Tconnessce (Rivcrs of Amorica Scries) Donald 
Tho Wilderness Road --- Robort Le Kineaid 


Mrs, Cccil C. Howse of Humbolt prcsontcd a "Survey of West Tonn- 
csscc Folk liusic Her paper was prcfaccd with en historicci=- 
econoriic backeround of the matcrials arisins in thc cultura’ 
patterns of tho senres and dances of tho Chicc saw Indians, the 
anecdotcs of Davy -the Validity of the ballad of Cnac 
Jones, and of the Norro Ronstabout and Work SONGS 6 Hcr paper 
will appear in the Bullotin,. 


Ee Ge Rogers of Athcns samplcs collection 
materials titled "This Ecric World" in which the overlappias of 


storiocs dealing with witchcraft, rhosts, weird ard mysterioug 


heppeninrss, end treasure-trove is becoming torribly anc 


ingly, corfused with sore of our pattcrns cf modern culturc,. 


A group of folk sonrs, instruz ientally ond vocally, was brought 
Mr. and Mrs. Roscoc Haron and by Billy Lassitcr. Biny sang. 


eneore numbors on the aftcrnoon progran, 


Lunch was served by the Cafotcria Management of Tonnessoc Tech 


which school. served, throughout the day as a most hospitable host 


8. 


Mr Clarence Snoldrove, librarian of: Tennessee Toch,- ove, 
comprehensive rcsumc of the books ‘in print which may bec classcd 
as folk materials or folk studics...The meanings of 'folklorc"™ 
as @ifforontiatce from the ca \rlior. torn "antiquitics" was 2 
strosscd, Significant changes in the roncral attitudes toward 
folk lorc worc -cmphasizod,. .Mre Snclerove prencntecd.a Gisplay oF. 
folk matcrials of the Tenncssec Polytcchnic contral dcpository 
of materials representing the conecpts and philosophy of tho 
Tenncessoa Polklorc The library now has complcote filo 
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10, 


Music lovcrs wil] romombcr fcr ao lone while the scrics of 
Amcrican Felk Scenes so ably broucht by Pzeofcssor Paul «cConnell 
of The University of the South, Scwancc, and a croup cof four 
tocn younr ron who composea nis choral The mucic of 
Willian Billings was uscd the fact that rusi: 
is suns which was formerly known only to instruncntation, this 
is to sive to it a proper cvaiuction and appreciative interprc~ 
tation, 


Charics F, Pryan, Assccinte Profcssor of Music at Peabody College 
and Music-Arrangcr for WSM, discussed end interprcetcda "Folk 

Music In and Out of the Conccrt Hall", Professor Bryan stresscd 
the typcs of the truc Amcrican folk music whieh will obvinusi* 
survive in compctition with pscudoesbaliacistic type cf matcerial 
which is cormcrcically being cffectcd threurch readic. This, toc. 
nay be kept more truly "folk" through the public of 
cultural caccsptancc. He omphasized his the-cs voeclly and ine 
struincntally. 


"Folk Music of ‘icst Tonnesscc" is writton by Mrs. Ruth 
Whitcner Howse, Tenncessec, Mrs, Howse is making 
a statcwico study of the folk music of Tcnncgscc,. She is 
a momber of the Folklore Sccicty. Fol’ hiusic Map of 
West Tonnessco on page 77 is reproduced by Mrs. Lyda Bish p, 
stucent of the Tennessoeo Wesleyan Collesc Art Dcepartncnt. 
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